
HISTORY 

G 
O BACK NEARLY TWENTY YEARS and 3 young men - Warren Bird, Jason Wheatley and Ian 
Wilkinson had musical aspirations which could be paralleled with those of Eddie ñthe Eagleò Ed-

wardsô Olympic gold medal dreams.  It was an exciting time of Kays Catalogue/Argos guitars, sec-

ond hand drum kits and the ñSonic Umbrellaò. The boys jammed together as often as possible with 
the occasional session in a proper rehearsal room. It was during these halcyon days that Wheatley first made a 

distortion/overdrive pedal for Warren.  

 
The pedal was met with much excitement by Warren. Funds were tight back then and Jason had managed to 

cobble together a sonic tour de force with minimal expenditure (he nicked most of the components from work). 

Following initial trials after a bag of chips round at Warrenôs Momôs house Jason uttered those immortal words - 
ñI just need to tweak it a littleò. Warren never saw the pedal again... 

F 
AST FORWARD TO 2009. Wheatley realises that he has effectively reneged on his promise to ñtweak 
it a littleò and decides to set the record straight... An idea comes to him that he could build Warren the 

pedal he always deserved, improve it based on his design experience to date and then give it to him on 

his birthday! (well 2 out of 3 ainôt bad...) 
 

He dug out his original design from his 

notebooks of that period and set to work.... 
 

After many weeks of research and devel-

opment (a couple of nights 2 weeks before 
his birthday more like) Wheatley comes up 

with his new design - ñHotblack Desiatoò.  

 
He named his pedal not after the London  

estate  agent but the ajuitar (sic) keyboard 

player of the rock group ñDisaster Areaò - 
Claimed to be the loudest band in the 

universe! (Further information on this 

band is available on the internet). 
 

The final design is based on the legendary 

TS808 Tube Screamer. It has been 
ñtweaked a littleò to give more gain and a 

tighter bass response.  

 Wheatleyôs original pedal design with Warrenôs  

endorsement highlighted at the top of the page  

The new óHotblack Desiatoô. Essentially an Ibanez TS808 Tube Screamer that has been ñtweaked a littleò 

HOTBLACK  DESIATO 

OWNERS MANUAL 



FEATURES 

INSTRUCTIONS 

N  Delivers that warm, natural tube overdrive sound previously unattain-

able by conventional units. 

 

N  True bypass switching so that the tone of your guitar is unaffected 

when the effect is off. 

 

N  Battery or mains adaptor powered. 

 

N  White LED indicator shows status of effect and battery condition. 

 

N  Die cast aluminium enclosure and rugged construction rubber assures 

durability. 

N  Connect the input jack to your instrument. The circuit is automatically 

turned on when a plug is inserted. 

 

N  DRIVE Adjusts the amount of distortion. 

 

N  TONE Controls the amount of high frequency contour.  

Adds bite to the sound or makes it mellower. 

 

N  LEVEL Controls the level of the distorted signal, but does not effect 

the normal signal.  

Useful for matching the distortion level to the normal level when 

switching the effect in and out. 

 

N   Foot switch changes EFFECT/NORMAL. 

 

N  LED indicator comes on when effect is on. If it is dim or does not light, 

replace the battery. 

 

N  When using external D.C. supply, the internal battery must be removed. 
 

NOTES 

SPECIFICATIONS 

N  Unplug the instrument when not in use. This disconnects the battery. 

 

N  When storing the unit for long periods of time, disconnect the battery. If the 

battery leaks it may damage the internal components. 

 

N  You will hear some loss of level and unwanted distortion when the battery 

begins to run down. 

 

N  When using external power source, we recommend use of Boss compatible 

centre negative 9 volt dc supply @ 100mA. 

 

N  When replacing battery do not touch the circuit boards inside the enclosure. 

Static electricity discharge may damage the sensitive parts contained within. 

N  Input Impedance 500K ohms 

 

N  Output Impedance 10K ohms 

 

N  Maximum Output Level 0 dBm 

 

N  Maximum Gain +30 dB 

 

N  Equivalent Input Noise -100 dBm (IHF-A) 

 

N  Power Supply One 9 Volt Battery (PP3) or external DC adaptor. 

 

N  Size 120mm x 95mm x 30mm 

 

N  Weight approx 500g (with battery) 

LEGAL STUFF 

V  The text and images in this document are ©2010, Jason Wheatley. 

V  The creators and copyright holders of this document accept no liability for any damages of any type that result from using the ñHotblack Desiatoò overdrive 

pedal. 

V  "TS808" and "Tube Screamer" are registered trademarks of Ibanez. 

V  ñBossò is are registered trademarks of Roland 

V  ñHotblack Desiatoò is an estate agents in London. Use of their name in context of the lead ajuitar keyboard player of ñDisaster Areaò is credited to Douglas 

Adams. 

V  ñDubstaò, ñDubsterò, ñJDubò ae all trademarks of Jason Wheatley  

V  All communication regarding this document should be directed to Jason Wheatley hotblackdesiato@jdub.me.uk. 


